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Early birds are rewarded with amazing bargains at 
the SETAR Mobile Bazaar 2010 





See story on page 9 


Executive staff are in the spirit 


Hearts On Fire* 

THE WORLD'S MOST 
PERFECTLY CUT DIAMOND* 


One of the most anticipated 
events of holiday season on 
Aruba is the Sunday when 
SETAR NV, Aruba’s national 
telecommunications company, 


offers a full day of cellular 
phone sales at fantastically re¬ 
duced prices. Veterans of the 
event are lined up in the park¬ 
ing lot from the day before, 
armed with pillows and coo¬ 
lers of food and beverages as 


they await the opportunity to 
be one of the first 200 to pur¬ 
chase a bargain priced phone 
and then have a chance at the 
SETAR GRABBETON. 

Continued on page 5 


Weststraal s 4* Shop #1 Oranjestad 
Aruba I 297.583.8780/8785 


Noble Jewelers 


♦ '*§7 


Jewetiy hy Hearts On Fire 
Slarlingal $249 

view the entire 

collection at hcartaonfire. com 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


S£orte. cat 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - ll AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


Early Bird Special 

Le Petit (aje 


Ltone Qrili PeJtaorant & Bat fvety Day «fraa* £-7 pa* 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage? 
potatoes , toast and coffee or tea* 


Dinner Salad 

OP 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 



AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
14 Phis 15 % service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons « 
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Sand, snow, thunderstorms wreak Sweden blasts 'terrorist' 
Mideast havoc attack claimed by Islamists 


CAIRO, Egypt (AFP) - Winds, 
rain, sandstorms and hail bat¬ 
tered the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean yesterday, 
killing at least five people, 
closing ports and disrupting 
traffic in the Suez Canal. 

Drought-stricken countries 
across the Middle East had 
been praying for rain for weeks 
when the weather turned vio¬ 
lent at the weekend, with at 
least five people killed as gale- 
force winds and torrential rain 
pounded the coastline. 

Winds topped 100 kilome¬ 
tres (60 miles) per hour and 
waves reached up to 10 meters 
(32.8 feet) tall as cities in 
Lebanon and Israel suffered 
power cuts. 

At least three people were 
killed in Egypt when a factory 
collapsed in heavy rain in the 
densely populated northern 
port city of Alexandria. 

The official Egyptian 
MENA news agency reported 


THE MORNING 

Your Source for Local News in English 

Ingrid Does 

Manager 

Rosalinda Maduro 
Chandette Richardson 

Editors 

Rosalie Klein 

Reporter / Photographer 

Yvonne Kromhout 

P.R., Sales & Marketing 

News Provider: 

AFP-Agence France Presse 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 
Tel: 588-9517 -Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


that streets in the northern Be- 
heira governorate were inun¬ 
dated and its cities and villages 
also experienced power cuts. 

The storms, which briefly 
disrupted flight schedules, 
come after unseasonably high 
temperatures and a lack of rain 
ravaged forests across the re¬ 
gion and left farmers strug¬ 
gling to survive. 

An Italian container ship 
was also stranded off Egypt’s 
northwestern coast of Marsa 
Matruh after its engines broke 
down, with 21 crew on board 
still waiting to be rescued. 

Rain and hail whipped 
across Lebanon as the long- 
awaited first snowstorm of the 
year fell on mountains yester¬ 
day — good news for the coun¬ 
try's famed ski resorts but 
leaving many commuters 
stranded in icy conditions. 

Seaside roads and ports 
closed yesterday morning, 
hours after a 45-year-old wo¬ 
man was killed when a falling 
palm tree crashed into her car. 

The Beirut government 
evacuated several homes on 
the coast in the south and 
placed emergency rescue 
teams on alert. 

In Israel, the body of the 
Russian tourist blown into the 
sea on Saturday has been 
found, police spokesman 
Micky Rosenfeld said on Sun¬ 
day. 

Waves of up to seven me¬ 
tres prevented police from car¬ 
rying out searches for him but 
"his body later washed ashore 
on one of the beaches nearby," 
Rosenfeld said. Two people 
were also moderately hurt by 
falling trees, he added. 

A Moldovan freighter also 
went down in stormy seas 
some 15 kilometres from Is¬ 
rael's port of Ashdod yester¬ 
day, but its 11 Ukrainian crew 
members were all rescued un¬ 
harmed. 

In the Golan Heights, an Is¬ 
raeli-occupied plateau which 
adjoins Syria, snow and rain 


were abundant but sandstorms 
were expected in the south of 
the country, Israel's meteorol¬ 
ogy department said. 

A snowstorm lashed Dam¬ 
ascus, disrupting traffic but 
also bringing some relief from 
drought which has gripped 
Syria for the past four years. 
UN estimates say the drought 
has affected around 1.3 million 
Syrians. 

Sandstorms also hit the 
desert countries of Jordan and 
Egypt and visibility deterio¬ 
rated while temperatures 
plummeted. 

Jordan was also bracing for 
heavy rain and snow, which of¬ 
ficials warned could lead to 
flooding. 

In Egypt, the bad weather 
forced several ports to close 
and disrupted traffic in the 
Suez Canal, which links the 
Mediterranean to the Red 
Sea. 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(AFP) - Sweden yesterday 
probed two bomb blasts that 
killed a person in central 
Stockholm as a "terrorist 
crime," as an Al-Qaeda-linked 
website claimed one of its mil¬ 
itants had carried out the sui¬ 
cide attack. 

Saturday's explosions — a 
suspected suicide attack and 
separate blast — targeted 
Christmas shoppers in a busy 
pedestrian quarter of the 
Swedish capital. Two people 
were also injured. 

"We are opening an investi¬ 
gation into a terrorist crime," 
Anders Thomberg, head of the 
security unit of domestic intel¬ 
ligence Saepo, said yesterday. 
"We suspect that it was a sui¬ 
cide attack." 

The man who died may 
have been the attacker, Thom¬ 
berg added, but noted: "We 
will not draw conclusions too 


quickly. If this was a suicide 
attack, it will be the first in 
Sweden." 

Meanwhile an Islamist 
website called Shoumoukh al- 
Islam published a photograph 
of the man it said was the at¬ 
tacker. 

"It is our brother, mujahid 
Taymour Abdel Wahab, who 
carried out the martyrdom op¬ 
eration in Stockholm," it said. 
The photograph showed a man 
in dark glasses and Western 
clothes. 

The same photo was pub¬ 
lished in Swedish newspaper 
Expressen yesterday with the 
face blurred. An official for the 
paper's photo department told 
AFP that there was "quite 
enough evidence" to say that it 
was the picture of the attacker 

But a Saepo spokeswoman, 
Carolina Ekeus, refused to 
comment on the Islamist web¬ 
site's claim. 



MOGADISHU, Somalia -- Photo depicts an internally displaced Somali woman, cooks for her 
family at the Elasha Biyaha IDPs camp 18km out of Mogadishu. Somalia remains in a state 
of "chronic catastrophe" with two million people in need of humanitarian assistance, the UN 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Mark Bowden said on the weekend. 
(AFP PHOTO) 
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NaturaKPbol Tour 


Rancho Daimari 



"THE BEST HORSEBACK RIDING IN ARUBA" 


Andicuri Tour 

X '$78/PP 


THE ONLY RANCH 
IN ARUBA OFFERING 
TOURS TO THE 
NATURAL POOL 

'Zfiztci *i&oteC 


Call Direct for a $3 Discount 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 03 AT 586-6284 / 586-6285 TAX 586-6280 EMAIl.: arubaranchodaimari@hotmail.com 



Lighthouse Tour 
or Natural Pool tour 


$88>.00 per driver 
1 02.00 per couple 

one driver + passantier 


Editorial 


Unbelievable, is the reaction 
you get when you see the 
way many Aruban drivers 
move on our highways...as 
well as on off roads! The 
question we constantly ask 
is....what is the hurry, is 
somebody dying that this 
driver has to save? 

Now, I know that speed¬ 
ing on the road is not unique 
to Aruba...this happens in 
every country. Yet, speeding 
on Aruban roads poses twice 
as much danger than on most 
other roads. It is dangerous 
firstly because our roads are 
relatively short; you can’t go 
very far anyway. 

Secondly, our roads are 
usually congested with a fair 
amount of slow moving driv¬ 
ers. Passing these slow mov¬ 
ing drivers is always risky. 

To date there are 14 traffic 
fatalities for 2010! This is an 
alarming amount of people 
who have lost their lives be¬ 
cause of drivers who failed to 
respect the traffic laws and to 
value theirs and the lives of 
other people. 

It is so bad that many 
times you are driving along 
and some speeding driver 
will overtake your car only to 
pull over and park or drive 
up to stop only a few feet 
away from your car! You 
wonder, why did he have to 
overtake me at that hell’s 


REMEMBER 



speed just to get off and park 
within feet of my moving 
car? 

We definitely need to do 
something to educate our 
drivers, to teach them the 
true value of human life, and 
the moral obligation that we 
all have to obey the traffic 
laws. Handing out speeding 
tickets for traffic violations is 
like putting a plaster on the 
sore. While it may help to 
curb the speeding, at least for 
a spell, it certainly does not 
solve the problem. 

Finding a solution for the 
disobedient, belligerent spee¬ 
ding driver is deserving of an 
in-depth research and analy¬ 
sis. Suffice me to mention 
still another extremely seri¬ 
ous problem on our roads, 
and that is the growing num¬ 
ber of drinking and/or drunk 
drivers. 

According to a recent po¬ 
lice report, the problem of 
drinking and driving remains 
a major concern for all who 
traverse our roads and high¬ 
ways. These drivers with 
dimmed vision, impaired re¬ 
flexes, and heavy feet be¬ 
cause of the alcohol sub¬ 
stance in their system puts 
the lives of everyone in seri¬ 
ous danger. They have 
caused the death of countless 
Arubans and others over the 
years. We urge our authori¬ 
ties to attack this problem 
with diligence and resolute 
resolve... today! 

We need to stop the con¬ 
stant babbling about the 
problem, and do something. 
The time we put in organi¬ 
zing press conferences to talk 
about the problem, to recite 
the statistics and to tell how 
grave the problem is, would 
be better spent coming up 
with a solution. We applaud 
the efforts by our police to 
identify these drivers in their 
constant road checks, but so 
much more must be done to 
curb the growing amount of 
intoxicated and speeding 
drivers. In Papiamento we 
have a popular phrase we use 
which is so appropriate right 
now .... “Man na Obra!” 
This means, let’s get to 
work! 


Government extends financial help 
to low income citizens 



ORANJESTAD - To allevi¬ 
ate the financial crisis facing 
particularly our low income 
citizens, the government is 
poised to introduce in January 
2011, a first time for Aruba, 
the so called, ‘Buying Power 
Recovery Allowance.’ This 
allowance will be extended to 
those earning less than 
Afls.2500 monthly. 

During the recently held 
Social Dialogue it was noted 
that life has become ex¬ 
tremely difficult for those 
with an income of less than 
Afls.2,500 per month. Infla¬ 
tion caused by the BBO and 
the high cost of oil have 
caused prices to skyrocket in 
the past year. The direct effect 
of these high prices has ad¬ 
versely affected the buying 
power of everyone, but most 
specifically, the low income 
group of citizens. 

One measure to help curtail 
this negative effect was the re¬ 
duction of the BBO with 15%. 

An additional measure has 


now been submitted to Parlia¬ 
ment for approval, which is the 
Buying Power Recovery Al¬ 
lowance. 

The allowance will be a 
Afls.50 monthly stipend for 
those earning Afls.2500 or less 
and increasing to about 
Afls.900 annually, Afls.75 
monthly. For 60 plussers on 


pension and their spouses the 
Buying Power Recovery Al¬ 
lowance will be set at 
Afls.600 annually or Afls.50 
monthly. The Buying Power 
Recovery Allowance will also 
be completely tax exempt. 

During the Social Dia¬ 
logue it was difficult to ascer¬ 
tain how much relief was 
achieved by the reduction of 
the BBO and what exactly 
was the effect of this reduc¬ 
tion to the consumer directly. 
Howbeit, it was decided that 
something must be done to 
assist those with marginal in¬ 
comes and moderate means 
directly. Hence, the reason for 
the introduction of this meas¬ 
ure called the Buying Power 
Reduction Allowance. The go¬ 
vernment is convinced that this 
measure will have a significant 
and positive effect on the buy¬ 
ing power of those with the 
lowest income in our commu¬ 
nity. The government intends 
to foot the bill for this measure 
from their own coffers. 


Business permits will be 80 % cheaper! 


ORANJESTAD — Come Janu¬ 
ary 2011, what used to be a 
stumbling block for the estab¬ 
lishment of a new small or 
medium-sized business, 
namely, the Afls.2000 license 
fee, will be reduced to Afls. 
400! Minister Michelle Hooy- 
boer-Winklaar, made this an¬ 
nouncement in a recent press 
conference. According to the 
minister, this 80% (Afls.400) 
reduction will stimulate more 
entrepreneurs to open small or 
medium size businesses. She 
emphasized that petitions for 
business licenses should be 
had more swiftly and must be 
less expensive than the current 
Afls.2000 required for obtain¬ 
ing said license to operate a 
business. 

Also, contrary to the current 
procedure where payment for 
such a petition must be made 
in full at the time of making 
the request, as of January 1st 
payment can be made in two 
installments. At the submission 
of the application a payment of 
50% can be made, and later 
when said petition is ready the 
entrepreneur can make the 
final payment of Afls. 200. 

The minister is convinced 


that this new measure will act 
as an important stimulus for 
the establishment of more 
small businesses. Hooyboer- 
Winklaar recognizes that there 
are several financial obliga¬ 
tions that any new entrepre¬ 
neur must face prior to opening 
a new business, and that ob¬ 
taining the required business 
license is one of those financial 
costs which weigh heavily on 
the list of expenses. 

Another welcome measure 
announced was that as of Ja¬ 
nuary 2011, there will no 
longer be a fee for the request 
to extend business opening 
hours. Currently business own¬ 
ers could pay anywhere from 
Afls.200 to Afls.800 depend¬ 
ing on different factors, for a 
permit to extend their opening 
hours. These fees will be elim¬ 
inated. Normal closing hours 
in Aruba is now set for 6:30 
p.m., however a study is being 
made to determine what will 
be the allowed closing time in 
the future. 

According to the minister 
of Economic and Social Af¬ 
fairs, 2011 will be a year of op¬ 
portunity for local companies. 
The announced changes, she 



believes, will provide the nec¬ 
essary impulse for the estab¬ 
lishment of new businesses 
and to stimulate entrepreneur- 
ship on Aruba. Other positive 
fiscal changes will be the re¬ 
duction of import duties on 
new vehicles, reduction on im¬ 
port duties for alternative en¬ 
ergy products (‘green’ 
products), the introduction of 
tax deductions for business in¬ 
vestment, to mention a few of 
the many positive measures for 
business establishments. 
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Tel: (297) 586-8540 

Located at Palm Beach #184 

Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. -12 p.m. / Sundays 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 
next to Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
close to the traffic lights and high rise hotel area. 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Monday, December 13, 2010 


Foundation Cas Animal is the 
result of one woman’s inabil¬ 
ity to ignore the stray and 
abused dogs and cats of 
Aruba. Kiki Arndt came from 
Germany to live on the island 
14 years ago with 9 cats in 
tow and found two aban¬ 
doned dogs in the house she 
had rented. Unintentionally, 
she found her calling in life 
and has been taking in stray 
and injured dogs ever since, 
to nurse them back to health, 
physically and psychologi¬ 
cally. She now cares for 72 
dogs in her home and houses 
38 cats at a friend’s, hoping 
to find kind-hearted individ¬ 
uals who will adopt them. 

This week we introduced 
Daisy, a beautiful young cat 
very desperately in need of a 
good home. She is now in the 
foster care of a local lady 
who found her on the street, 
and thought her too attractive 
and sweet to abandon. Kiki 
and Cas Animal are doing 
their best to find this white 
cat, with touches of tabby 
coloring, a permanent place 
to live. 

Unfortunately, this lady 
travels extensively and can¬ 
not keep Daisy, who she de¬ 
scribes as “incredibly loving 
and affectionate. I always 
thought cats were very inde¬ 
pendent creatures and it was 
dogs that always wanted the 
love and attention, but this 
cat will curl up in your lap as 
soon as you sit down and is 
very attentive. It is young, but 
was old enough to be 
neutered, which we have 
done, as that is only the right 
thing to do. She needs a 
proper home, which I cannot 
provide, and I have asked all 
my colleagues and friends, 
but have no takers yet.” 

Kiki’s dream is to find 
good homes among island 
residents and visitors for 
Daisy and any of the other 
sweet animals she has res¬ 
cued. If anyone is interested 
in adopting Daisy in particu¬ 
lar, they can call 738-1171. 

Kiki can be reached di¬ 
rectly at 742-8732, for those 
wishing to assist her in her ef¬ 
forts or adopt a companion. 
She maintains an Animal 
Ambulance with funds raised 


Daisy 


Kiki and her animal ambulance 


by her parents in Germany to 
pick up and return dogs need¬ 
ing a visit to the vet when 
owners do not have trans¬ 
portation, as well as rescuing 
hurt strays and abused ani¬ 
mals. Her food and vet bills 
are astronomical, even with 
discounts, and donations to 
the foundation are welcome. 
Kiki is now attempting to 
raise the funds to build a 
proper facility for all her 
charges on land the govern¬ 
ment has awarded her and 


has sold her homes towards 
that end, taking her halfway 
to her goal. She can also be 
contacted through the Contr¬ 
eras Veterinary Clinic, which 
has become a partner in her 
efforts, at 

convet@setarnet.aw-atten- 
tion of Yessy, and mention 
“for Kiki” Donations can be 
made directly to CMB Bank 
account # 25762110-“Cas 
Animal.” 

by Rosalie Klein 


mando’s Kite Shlck 

m fe Mm® 

For kite lesson & lodging info 

(297) 733-1515 


www.kitesurfingaruba.com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily at 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. 
ages of 8 and 77 can enjoy this sport 


Daily entertainment 

live belly dance 


Happy HoUr 
5 30 pm- 7 - 30 pm 
half price 


Saudi media fall for 
Obama Muslim joke 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AFP) 
- When a US satirist joked that 
President Barack Obama will 
admit to Congress that he is 
Muslim in his latest compro¬ 
mise with Republicans, Saudi 
media took it seriously. 

On Friday the online version 
of Al-Hayat newspaper and the 
prominent news website 
Sabq.org both reported straight¬ 
forwardly humourist Andy 
Borowitz’s column that began: 

"In his latest effort to find 
common ground with Republi¬ 
cans in Congress, President 
Barack Obama said today that 
he was willing to agree that he 
is a Muslim. 

"In agreeing that he is a 


Muslim, Mr. Obama is sending 
a clear signal that he is trying 
to find consensus," Borowitz 
said in the column posted on 
the Huffmgton Post and The 
Borowitz Report websites. 

Both Al-Hayat, one of the 
Middle East’s most influential 
newspapers, and Sabq, be¬ 
lieved to be controlled by the 
Saudi interior ministry, appar¬ 
ently missed the joke. 

Despite Obama repeatedly 
saying he is Christian, because 
his native-Kenyan father was 
born a Muslim, and because 
his middle name is Hussein, 
many Muslims and even some 
US Republicans suspect he is 
secretly Muslim 


Beach Plaza Mall 586 


dinner 


UNICASA 


Supermarket 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Early birds are rewarded with amazing bargains at the 
SETAR Mobile Bazaar 2010 



Continued from page 1 


Fun spot for the kids 


Over twenty high end models 
of mobile phone, such as the 
LG Arena and the HTC 
Touch Pro could be had when 
purchasing a new phone from 
the regular schedule of mod¬ 
els, for only 35 Aruban 
florins ($20). Buyers pick 
blind with a good chance of 
paying only a fraction of the 
cost for phones that normally 
sell for hundreds of dollars. 

SETAR makes it a fun day 
for those waiting to obtain a 


new phone for themselves or 
as gifts; food vendors, Gaita 
singing groups and a special 
section to keep the kids busy 
help to pass the time waiting 
on line. They are rewarded 
with the opportunity to pick up 
the most welcome gift they 
can give, to themselves or a 
loved one, at a very, very af¬ 
fordable price. 

For as little as $11, a 
“mystery phone” could be 
obtained, perfect for a young¬ 



A happy young man shows 
off his new champ 


ster’s first phone, or the latest 
models, such as a Samsung 
Champ, went for a top price 
of $100. The day ended with 
the traditional SETAR end of 
the year fireworks display, 
and a entertaining shopping 
day was had by all. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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Sci-Tech 

Loyal YouTube users get 
to upload longer videos 



SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Filmmakers who have played 
by the rules on YouTube can 
now post works longer than 
15 minutes at the world's lead¬ 
ing video-sharing website. 

Google-owned YouTube in 
July raised the video-length 
limit to 15 minutes for all 
users but has sent out word 
that filmmakers who haven't 
abused copyright and other 
rules will be exempted from 
that time cap. 

"Our creativity isn't bound 
by a time limit, so why should 
our video uploads be?" 
Google product manager 
Joshua Siegel and company 
software engineer Doug 
Mayle asked rhetorically in a 
blog post Friday. 

"As long as it's your origi¬ 
nal content, it's fair game re¬ 
gardless of length." 

The move was made possi¬ 
ble in part by better tools for 
identifying copyrighted mate¬ 
rial posted on YouTube with¬ 
out permission from content 
owners, according to Siege 

acebook 


E 


olds inaugural 
"Hackers Cup" 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Facebook is challenging 
software hotshots around the 
world to show their mettle in 
the online social networking 
king's first "Hackers Cup." 

Facebook is taking its tra¬ 
dition of all-night 
"hackathons" to a higher 
level with an international 
coding competition promis¬ 
ing top contenders cash, 
glory, and a free trip to the 
company's Northern Califor¬ 
nia headquarters. 

The contest consists of a 
set of online rounds that kick 
off in January and a final 
round in March held at Face- 
book's campus in the Silicon 
Valley city of Palo Alto. 

Facebook will pay for the 
top 25 contestants in the on¬ 
line rounds to come to Cali¬ 
fornia for the final stage of 
the competition. 

The first place finisher is 
promised 5,000 dollars and 
will no doubt catch the eye 
of recruiters at Facebook. 
Details about the contest can 
be found at a Hackers Cup 
page at Facebook. 


and Mayle. 

Major US movie and 
music studios are among 
the more than 1,000 
"global partners" that use 
a Content ID system to 
manage their digitized 
material on YouTube. 
Videomakers can click 
an "upload" icon on YouTube 
to learn whether their ac¬ 
counts qualify to post longer 
works. 
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We can make a new combined book display rack for you 


Stair cases for your home, business, or hotels 
Walk-in closet custom made sizes I 


Pic frames and more... 



Jl 


u 


Airports Avenida Milo Croes ^Down 


Botica 

Ferguson 

United 

Commercial 



Kooyman 


( Open: Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Non stop) ) 


Avenida Milo Croes 17 C, Oranjestad. Tel-Fax: 588-7776 


Nations set up global climate 
fund 


CANCUN (AFP) - Global 
talks on climate change Sat¬ 
urday set up a new fund to 
manage billions of dollars in 
aid to poor nations in a hard- 
fought package that turned 
the page on the bitter Copen¬ 
hagen summit. 

More than 190 countries 
meeting in Mexico agreed to 
seek "deep cuts" in carbon 
emissions blamed for global 
warming. But negotiators 
kept ambitions in check and 
tried to make headway on se¬ 
lect areas instead of seeking 
a treaty. 

In a change from Copen¬ 
hagen's venomous atmos¬ 
phere last year, the talks in 
the beach resort of Cancun 
ended after two sleepless 
nights with standing ovations 
for the chief negotiator, Mex¬ 
ican Foreign Secretary Patri¬ 
cia Espinosa. 

US President Barack 
Obama congratulated Mexi¬ 
can President Felipe 
Calderon in a phone call for 
"Mexico's excellent work 
chairing the Cancun confer¬ 
ence to a successful conclu¬ 
sion that builds on the 
historic Copenhagen Accord 
and advances the effort to ad¬ 
dress the challenge of climate 
change," the White House 
said. 

The agreement represents 
"a balanced and significant 
step forward" and "meaning¬ 
ful progress in our global re¬ 
sponse to climate change," 
US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton added. 

UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon, who flew to 
Cancun to plead for progress, 
said the negotiations "have 
delivered important success 
for a world much in need of 
it." 

The Cancun agreement set 
up a "Green Climate Fund" to 
administer assistance to poor 


\ - 



Members of Greenpeace and Tcktcktck spell out their 
message on a beach in Cancun, Mexico 

nations, which many experts more than two degrees Cel- 


say are already suffering 
more floods and drought as 
temperatures steadily mount. 

The fund will be steered 
by a board of 24 members 
chosen evenly from devel¬ 
oped and developing nations. 
For the first three years, the 
new international organiza¬ 
tion would be overseen by 
the World Bank — a contro¬ 
versial point for some who 
distrust the Washington- 
based lender. 

The European Union, 
Japan and the United States 
since last year led pledges of 
30 billion dollars in immedi¬ 
ate assistance, to rise to 100 
billion dollars a year to start 
by 2020. 

A broader issue is just how 
wealthy nations would raise 
the money, with few govern¬ 
ments enthusiastic to commit 
such large amounts in tough 
economic times. Some en¬ 
voys advocated taxing air¬ 
plane and shipping fuel. 

But the meeting post¬ 
poned much of the hardest 
work — including the deter¬ 
mination of emission cuts for 
all nations — for 2011 talks in 
South Africa. 

The Cancun agreement 
called for "urgent action" to 
cap temperature rises at no 


sius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels, and asks 
for a study on strengthening 
the commitment to 1.5 de¬ 
grees Celsius. 

The proposal says it "rec¬ 
ognizes that deep cuts in 
global greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions are required according 
to science." 

The Cancun deal also 
agreed on ways forward on 
fighting deforestation, a lead¬ 
ing cause of climate change, 
and on monitoring nations' 
climate pledges. 

Bolivia was the main 
holdout. To the dismay of 
many bleary-eyed negotia¬ 
tors, Bolivia's Pedro Solon 
took the microphone repeat¬ 
edly after midnight, saying 
the deal would not halt cli¬ 
mate change but "put more 
humans in a near-death situ¬ 
ation." 

Espinosa overruled him, 
saying that UN rules requir¬ 
ing consensus did not give 
one country "veto power." 

Solon objected, and a 
spokesman for the Bolivian 
delegation later said it would 
go to "all international bod¬ 
ies, including the tribunal in 
The Hague," to argue that the 
way the agreement was ap¬ 
proved violated international 


law. 

The vast majority of coun¬ 
tries however offered sup¬ 
port. Australian Climate 
Change Minister Greg Corn- 
bet called the deal a "historic 
step forward." 

Chief US negotiator Todd 
Stern said: "Obviously the 
package is not going to solve 
climate change by itself, but 
I think it is a big step for¬ 
ward." 

The talks were stuck for 
days over the fate of the 
Kyoto Protocol, the landmark 
treaty whose obligations on 
wealthy countries to cut 
emissions expires in late 
2012 . 

The European Union led 
calls for a new round of com¬ 
mitments under Kyoto, a 
move that Japan opposed, 
noting that the protocol cov¬ 
ers only 30 percent of global 
emissions because top pol¬ 
luters including China and 
the United States are not part 
of it. 

In a compromise Japan ac¬ 
cepted, the Cancun agree¬ 
ment called for work on a 
second period of the Kyoto 
Protocol "to ensure that there 
is no gap," but did not oblige 
countries to be part of the 
new round. 

The Kyoto Protocol 
makes no demands on emerg¬ 
ing economies to curb emis¬ 
sions. China has refused to be 
subjected to a treaty, although 
India in a surprise shift in 
Cancun said it would at least 
consider binding action in the 
future. 

The United States was the 
only wealthy nation to snub 
Kyoto. Obama shifted gears 
on climate when he took of¬ 
fice, but his hopes for legis¬ 
lation to restrict carbon were 
dashed when the rival Repub¬ 
lican Party won last month's 
election. 
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Health & Living 


Pfizer pulls Thelin from 
market due to fatal risk 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Pfizer 
said it was voluntarily with¬ 
drawing Thelin in the Euro¬ 
pean Union, Canada and 
Australia and is also suspend¬ 
ing all clinical tests on the drug 
that treats pulmonary arterial 
hypertension (PAH), a rare, in¬ 
curable disease that can result 
in heart failure and early death. 

"While liver toxicity is a 
known complication of the 
class of drugs to which Thelin 
belongs, a new potentially life- 
threatening idiosyncratic risk 
of liver injury with Thelin has 
been observed," Pfizer said in 
a statement. 

"Given the availability of 
alternate treatments, Pfizer has 
concluded that the overall ben¬ 
efit of Thelin no longer out¬ 
weighs the risk in the general 
population of PAH patients." 

The company said it had 
notified health authorities 
about its findings and its deci¬ 
sion to withdraw Thelin from 
the market and stop clinical 
studies. 

"Patients taking Thelin or 
participating in Thelin studies 
are advised to consult with 
their health care professional 
as soon as possible," it said. 

It added that patients should 
not stop taking Thelin until 
they speak with their doctor. 

The European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) said it had 
been informed of the move and 
would discuss the issue at its 
meeting next week. 

Pfizer acquired the rights to 
Thelin — an oral, once-daily 
drug — when it took over En- 
cysive Pharmaceuticals in 


2008 in a 195-million-dollar 
deal. 

Thelin had yet to be ap¬ 
proved by the US Food and 
Drug Administration, which 
said it was not sufficiently ef¬ 
fective. 

PAH is estimated to affect 
100,000 to 200,000 people in 
North America and Europe, in¬ 
cluding about 55,000 in the 
United States. 

Though rare, the disease af¬ 
fects men and women of all 
races and ages, but is more 
common among women aged 
20 through 40. The disease 
may be misdiagnosed as 
asthma, anemia or chronic ob¬ 
structive pulmonary disease. 

PAH is characterized by 
high blood pressure and struc¬ 
tural changes in the walls of 
the pulmonary arteries, the 
blood vessels that connect the 
right side of the heart to the 
lungs. 

The pulmonary arteries be¬ 
come thickened and con¬ 
stricted, forcing the heart to 
work harder to pump blood 
through the lungs, leading to 
fatigue and eventually to heart 
failure. 

Thelin acts to dilate the 
constricted blood vessels, 
thereby reducing pulmonary 
arterial pressure and improving 
the heart's performance. 

Thelin sales reached 44.4 
million dollars in the first nine 
months of this year, according 
to Pfizer spokesman Allen 
Curtis. 

The news did little to 
Pfizer's shares, which were vir¬ 
tually unchanged on Wall 


Sex and aging 


Are sex and aging like oil 
and water? No! Many older 
adults desire and enjoy an 
active sex life. And an ac¬ 
tive interest in sex, as well 
as satisfaction with the fre¬ 
quency and quality of sexual 
activity, is positively associ¬ 
ated with health in later life. 
So don't let anyone tell you 
that sex is only for the 
young. 

Of course, there are some 
challenges when it comes to 
sex and aging. Physical 
changes, illness, disabilities 
and some medicines can 
make sex challenging or dif¬ 
ficult to enjoy. Yet, many re¬ 
sources are available to 
older adults to help them 
achieve a satisfying sex life. 
Don't be afraid to bring up 
concerns with your doctor 



or other health care 
provider. 

And remember, whatever 
your age, take precautions 
to protect yourself from sex¬ 
ually transmitted infections. 


England 
reports 
new swine 
flu deaths 

LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Eight people have died from 
swine flu in England since early 
September, health authorities 
told AFP on Saturday, with 
Britain seemingly at the fore¬ 
front of a winter resurgence in 
Europe. 

The Health Protection 
Agency (HPA) insisted it was to 
be expected that the H1N1 
strain of flu that caused the 
2009 pandemic would be the 
most common strain this win¬ 
ter. 

A spokeswoman told AFP 
that since early September, "10 
deaths associated with con¬ 
firmed influenza infection in 
England have been reported, 
eight with influenza A H1N1." 

Professor John Watson, head 
of respiratory diseases depart¬ 
ment at the HPA, told The Inde¬ 
pendent newspaper: "We seem 
to be in the vanguard on this. 
Other European countries are 
just beginning to see some 
H1N1 activity." 

Britain was among the first 
countries hit by swine flu after 
it emerged in Mexico early last 
year, and at one point recorded 
more than 100,000 new cases a 
week as the virus was officially 
declared a pandemic. 

Watson said in a statement: 
"Over the last few weeks we 
have seen a rise in the number 
of cases of seasonal flu, includ¬ 
ing both H1N1 (2009) and flu 
B. 

"We have also received re¬ 
ports of patients with serious 
illness requiring hospitalisation 
and outbreaks of flu in schools 
across the country." 

He warned that it was dan¬ 
gerous for the elderly, pregnant 
women and people with heart, 
lung, liver or kidney problems, 
and urged people to get vacci¬ 
nated if they were in an at-risk 
group. 

In Britain, spread of swine 
flu slowed over summer 2009 
then briefly accelerated again in 
cooler autumn weather and as 
children returned to school in 
September, but then dropped 
off into the winter months, and 
as vaccines started being used. 

There were 494 deaths in the 
year to April 2010, The Inde¬ 
pendent said. 

The World Health Organisa¬ 
tion declared the swine flu pan¬ 
demic over in August, more 
than a year after the new virus 
spread around the world, spark¬ 
ing panic and killing thousands 
before fizzling out. 
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TAStc of lnOL\ 

TiTitmiiAuthentic Indian Restauran 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


Italian hospital asks 
doctors not to snort 
cocaine at work 



ROME, Italy 
(AFP) - An Italian 
hospital director 
sent a memo to 
doctors and nurses 
asking them not to 
snort cocaine while 
on duty, the ANSA 
news agency re¬ 
ported Saturday. 

Giuseppe Di 
Maria now faces 
possible discipli¬ 
nary action follow¬ 
ing the memo sent 
to medical staff at 
the Santa Catarina 
Novella di Galatina Hospital 
near Lecce in southern Italy. 

The memo was sent after 
Di Maria received anony¬ 
mous tip-offs about the prac¬ 
tice at the hospital, the report 
said. 

Social services chiefs have 
opened an internal inquiry 
into the affair and also re¬ 
ferred it to the local prosecu¬ 
tor's office. 

Director of social affairs 


Guido Scoditti said he had no 
choice but to pass the matter 
on to the authorities. 

"The director of the hospi¬ 
tal has certainly made an 
error, he should not have sent 
this memo, he should have 
informed me directly. 

"The alleged consumption 
of cocaine in a hospital envi¬ 
ronment should certainly not 
be dealt with in this way," he 
said. 



FASHION BOUTIQUE 

Avenida MilioCroes 12 Near Airport (locally Owned) Tel: 5833412 

Shahhy Shic 

carrying the Catest in fashion 


'Receive a speciaf discount with this JAd 
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Savor holiday season N l^lk Y 

the island way at 




There is a particularly lovely 
beach on Aruba with a gor¬ 
geous vista right near the air¬ 
port, known always as 
Surfside; for some time now 
the building adjacent to it has 
gone through a string of ow¬ 
ners seeking an appropriate 
identity for this special place, 
and it looks like it has finally 
found it with the opening of 
the Nikky Beach Club Aruba. 

Our investigative team 
from THE MORNING NEWS 
went down to have a look at 
this latest venture, and we 
found just the kind of authen¬ 
tically tranquil, Caribbean am¬ 
biance vacationers seek when 


visiting Aruba. New owner 
Hans and his GM Lub have 
completely renovated and re¬ 
designed the venue to fully 
showcase this charming loca¬ 
tion while providing a very 
reasonably priced menu and 
bar. 

The official arrival of holi¬ 
day season has a number of 
company party planners 
scrambling at the last minute 
for a venue for their end of the 
year festivities; if you have a 
group to small for the larger re¬ 
sorts and are looking for a 
unique and charming location 
with an expert gourmet chef, 
the new Nikky Beach will very 


likely come to the rescue. 
Contact Lub to arrange a cus¬ 
tomized holiday party for 
your group to fit your budget, 
including free-flowing mi¬ 
mosas. 

This month they are host¬ 
ing a number of special pub¬ 
lic parties on Saturday nights, 
starting with the 10th an¬ 
niversary bash of the I LUV 
MUZIKA group this coming 
Saturday, December 4, which 
should be a blast. Until arrival 
of Christmas there will be 
more such events, and they 
will crown their month with a 
special holiday dinner on De¬ 
cember 25 and 26. 

Hans and Lub have dubbed 
Sunday’s at Nikky Beach 
“Rehab Day,” when they pro¬ 
vide a particularly pleasant 
ambiance with popular local 
and international DJ’s from 
noon on and $3 Mimosas all 
day long. During the tradi¬ 
tional Happy Hour time slot, 
they feature live music with 
top local groups specializing in 
the soft sound of the islands. 

When first investigating 
Nikky Beach we discovered 
extremely interesting items on 
the menu at very moderate 
prices; their chef offers an ex¬ 
tensive fusion selection that re¬ 


veals expertise in several no¬ 
table cuisines coupled with a 
nice variety that will please 
everyone’s mood. For lunch 
and snacking you find a varied 
choice of classic salads, fa¬ 
vorite local treats, pastas and 
gourmet sandwiches. Kitchen 
is open from 10:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 

One last interesting tidbit: 
Lub explained they offer a cus¬ 
tomized Departure Day Pack¬ 
age that allows vacationer to 
stow their luggage, enjoy all 
their amenities, choose a meal, 
drinks or both and they will 
personally guarantee getting 
you to the airport in plenty of 
time for the flight. Changing 


rooms and showers let you 
swim and beach it until depar¬ 
ture time and you can linger 
without rushing, as the airport 
is only 2 minutes away; no 
worries about fighting traffic 
or delays. “Why should you 
end your stay on a hurried and 
harried note?” asks Lub. “You 
can join us for the day and 
keep that relaxed island am¬ 
biance up to the last minute; it 
doesn’t have to end at check 
out.” The package requires 
reservations, which can be 
made by calling 582-0153 or 
contact them through their 
website: www.nickybeach- 

aruba.com. 

by Rosalie Klein 


Inaugural Aruba National Boa Hunt hindered by heavy showers 



A proliferation of boa constric¬ 
tors, a predator which has no 
known enemy on Aruba, has 
environmentalists alarmed re¬ 
garding the impact to the na¬ 
tive wildlife and ecosystem. 
How they came to make a 
home in Aruba’s countryside 
is speculation, but they have 
found it an ideal habitat and 
quickly reproduced to present 
a real and present danger to 
every indigenous species and 
pets. 

During the week prece¬ 
ding the concerted boa hunt 
yesterday, December 12, 
three training sessions were 
conducted at various commu¬ 
nity centers where almost 130 
volunteers learned how to 
hunt and bag the boas. 

Three teams began at 8:00 
a.m. at the base of Crystal 
Berg, Seroe Preto near San 


Nicolas and from what had 
formally been the drive-in the¬ 
ater, to beat the bushes and 
capture boas. Gisbert 
Boekhoudt led the largest 
party, numbering 80 volun¬ 
teers, out of the area of the 
drive-in. By 11:00 a.m. his 
group had managed to bag 10 
boas. Efforts were sorely ham¬ 
pered by heavy rains which 
prompted the boas to stay low 
in the bushes, rather than com¬ 
ing out to bask in the sun. One 


team reported finding one 
hanging from a tree. 

Gisbert confirmed the 
group from San Nicolas had no 
success; the Crystal Berg team 
had yet to report in at time of 
print. One commented the boas 
appeared to have an affinity for 
piles of loose leaves; this 
would suggest that households 
would be wise to clean up the 
accumulated piles of greenery 
commonly found from clean¬ 
ing overgrown yards produced 
by a busy rainy season 
such as Aruba has had 
these past months, partic¬ 
ularly if they have pets 
outside. 

Diego Marquez, 
leader of the boa clean up 
effort and consulting 
ecologist to Arikok Na¬ 
tional Park, had ex¬ 
pressed the hope to have 
at least 200 volunteers 
participate in the first 
hunt. The organizing 
committee is already dis¬ 
cussing a second effort 
on Sunday, January 9, 
2011. Those interested in 
participating in future 
hunts can contact the or¬ 
ganizers at boa.task- 
force@gmail.com. 

by Rosalie Klein 




Volunteers in the Kibaima area show off some of their 
catch 



Park rangers bag a double catch 
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For a good dose of authentic holiday cheer 
visit the Maduro Christmas Village 




Fourteen years ago, Frido and 
Deta Maduro had acquired 
some cute miniatures they felt 
would make a charming addi¬ 
tion to the space under their 
Christmas tree, presenting a 
charming holiday scene. They 
liked it so much they collected 
more and more such knick- 
knacks over the years, enlar¬ 
ging their efforts until their 
holiday diorama took over an 
entire room. 

Seven years ago they de¬ 
cided to open their doors to vis¬ 
itors so as to share their 
enthusiasm for the season; it is 
now a popular holiday tradition 
for many Aruban families to 


visit the Maduro’s home at 
Tanki Leendert 235 to be in¬ 


spired by their efforts. 

Hearing about it does not 
quite prepare one for this re¬ 
markable and extensive dis¬ 
play. The room emulates a 
night time scene and the 
arrangement requires much 
study to truly appreciate their 
whimsical artistry. There are 
beautifully landscaped town 
squares, a working tram taking 
sled riders and skiers to the top 
of a snowy hill, and a full 
fledged carnival with tiny 
working rides and exhibits. 

Close scrutiny reveals all 
sorts of amusing activities, 
from a drunk being thrown out 
of an elegant dance hall where 
you can see the dancers mov¬ 
ing on the floor through the 
windows, to a policeman 
breaking up an argument over 
a fender bender. Beautifully 
styles churches abound, from 
cozy little corner houses of 
worship to awe-inspiring 
cathedrals, all in miniature. A 
stunning manger scene occu¬ 
pies a special place. 

Frido and Deta work around 
the clock beginning September 
1 to set up their Christmas Vil¬ 
lage, and officially opened it to 
the public on Friday, December 
10 with the lighting of his out¬ 
door decorations; also quite 
impressive. The Maduros wel¬ 
come visitors to their classic 
cunucu style home every 
evening from 7:00 to 11:00 
p.m. to share their enthusiasm 


for the season, at no charge. 
Their fantastic display will stay 
open every night until January 
6, 2011, except for Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day as well 
as New Year’s Eve. Do not 


miss an opportunity to visit 
with Frido and Deta and their 
delightful display; it embodies 
the holiday spirit and Christ¬ 
mas on Aruba. 

by Rosalie Klein 
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CROSSWORD 


AT 6’S AND 7*S 



CROSSWORD 


www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


Clues to all the 6- and 7-letter entries in this crossword are listed first, and they are in scrambled order. Use 
the numbered clues as solving hints to help you determine where each one belongs in the diagram. 


6- LETTER ENTRIES 

Written communication 
Six-line stanza 
Delete 

Rushlike plants 
Weld 

Professional fool 
Flair 

Chocolate dessert 

Spouted container 

Geometric shape 

Apartment 

Explodes 

Loves 

Unfold 

Approve 

Company 

Chooses 

Hans Brinker, e.g. 
Struck with amazement 
Small sofa 

7- LETTER ENTRIES 

“_Leap” 

Anybody 
Promising 
Come forth 
Diary 

Compassionate 
Arm bone 
Motors 

Short-route plane 

Do needlework 

On the shore 

Future frog 

Recreation vehicle 

Saves 

Aim 

Thrills 

Snag 

Tract of land 
Red 

Puzzles 


ACROSS 

18. Vessel 

23. Obtain 

24. Literary collection 

26. N.Y.C. opera house 

27. Squeals 

29. T.S. or George 

30. Disgrace 

35. Anchorperson Rather 
37. Comedian Johnson 

39. Tropical tree 

40. Space 

41. Boorish 

42. Party, on Molokai 

43. Finished 
47. Mandible 
54. Bother 


65. Private teacher 
67. Absolutely 
58. Bunny or sock 

61. Fab 

62. Perform 

64. Poke resident? 

DOWN 

3. Japanese coin 

4. Child 

5. Harden 

8. Joint 

9. Turkish title 

10. "_the 

season . .." 

20. Peddled 

21. Director Kazan 


22. Bard's river 
34. Weasel 
36. Purplish 

38. Ratite bird 

39. In favor of 

47. “_the Obscure' 

48. Small particle 

49. Had on 

60. Gaze intently 
63. History Muse 

66_-la-la 

67. Spigot 

69. Spot 

70. Submit, as a 
question 




December 11 - December 18 


| Sta Cruz: “Botica Central 1 

• - Pos. Chile.: “Aloe N.V. 

W 



Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A / Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 

A number Is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Th© RibS Factory 


Pont leave the Island 
without trying 
the best native &&Q! 
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RI&S-CHICKEN 

STEAK-FISH 

CH0RIZ0 
Phone: 5824410 
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Lawmakers: US House to 
deal despite doubts 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US House will approve a deal 
reached by President Barack 
Obama and Republicans that 
would avoid a major New 
Year's tax hike but was re¬ 
jected by majority Democrats 
last week, a senior Democratic 
lawmaker said yesterday. 

"In some form it will come 
to the floor of the House for a 
vote," assistant Speaker of the 
House of Representatives 
Chris Van Hollen told Fox 
News Sunday. "There are 
some House Democrats who 
will refuse to go along with 
any deal (but) most of us un¬ 


derstand we've got to make 
some tough compromises." 

"I am confident that when 
we get to January there will be 
no tax increases on middle-in¬ 
come Americans." 

However, he said Democ¬ 
rats still opposed a point of 
compromise that would restore 
the estate tax — which expired 
in 2010 but was due to resume 
in 2011 — at a lower rate of 35 
percent for estates above five 
million dollars. 

"We're not going to hold 
this thing up at the end of the 
day, but we do think that sim¬ 
ple question should be put to 


approve tax 


the test," Van Hollen said. 

The White House and Re¬ 
publicans have so far resisted 
calls to change the deal, which 
would extend 2001 and 2003 
tax cuts — including on the 
wealthiest Americans — past 
their built-in January 1, 2011 
expiration date. 

Republican Representative 
Paul Ryan, appearing on the 
same program, ruled out any 
deal that did not include the es¬ 
tate tax reduction. 

The answer is no, we are 
not interested in changing this 
deal. We're interested in pass¬ 
ing this through," he said. 


Property prices in 70 major cities in China recorded their 
third straight month-on-month rise in November, official data 
showed Friday, defying Beijing f s attempts to cool the red-hot 
market and avoid a damaging bubble. (AFP PHOTO) 


Microfinance pioneer Yunus criticises 
Indian lenders 



A visitor walks in front of a booth at an economic fair in 
Kuala Lumpur earlier this year. Malaysia’s foreign direct in¬ 
vestment has jumped 141 percent in the first nine months, in 
a rebound analysts say is partly due a series of bold economic 
reforms introduced by the government. (AFP PHOTO) 



An aerial view shows skyscrapers, some of them under con¬ 
struction, along the Dubai Marina. Dubai’s economy is ex¬ 
pected to bounce 4.0 percent next year as it recovers from a 
recession that struck in 2009 as a result of the global financial 
crisis, Standard Chartered bank says. (AFP PHOTO) 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AFP) - 
Bangladeshi microfmance pio¬ 
neer Muhammad Yunus yester¬ 
day attacked companies for 
"misusing and abusing" his 
original concept of helping 
poor people via small loans, 
after a backlash against profit¬ 
making lenders. 

Yunus admitted the reputa¬ 
tion of micro-credit had been 
tarnished due to Indian com¬ 
mercial companies that charge 
high interest rates and use al¬ 
legedly heavy-handed tactics 
to collect repayments. 

India's biggest lender to the 
poor, SKS Microfinance, has 


SAINT PETERSBURG, Rus¬ 
sia (AFP) - About 300 people 
rallied in central Saint Peters¬ 
burg yesterday in support of 
jailed oil tycoon Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky ahead of a new 
court verdict to be announced 
next week. 

Khodorkovsky and his part¬ 
ner Platon Lebedev, who are 
already serving an eight-year 
sentence for fraud, currently 
await their verdict in Moscow 
in the second trial on new 
charges. The court is to start 
reading it Wednesday. 

"We believe that the sen¬ 
tence on Khodorkovsky will 
be the sentence on the future. 
Whatever it is, it will shape our 
tomorrow," said Olga 
Kurnosova of the oppositional 


been in the spotlight following 
a series of suicides among 
debt-laden villagers in Andhra 
Pradesh state, where authori¬ 
ties have reacted by ordering a 
crackdown on microfinanciers. 

"A lot of people are misus¬ 
ing and abusing the concept 
and use it as vehicle to make 
money. And SKS is a big ex¬ 
ample in this regard," Yunus 
told reporters in Dhakal. 

He said SKS boss Vikram 
Akula had set up a non-gov¬ 
ernmental organisation and 
transformed it into a profit¬ 
making company which he 
then launched on the Mumbai 


movement United Civic Front. 

People chanted "Freedom 
for Khodorkovsky and Lebe¬ 
dev!" and "The people united 
will never be defeated!" while 
some held up large portraits of 
the former head of Yukos oil 
company and signs "Justice is 
me," signed "Putin". 

Khodorkovsky's prosecu¬ 
tion is seen by his supporters 
as politically motivated and 
masterminded by Vladimir 
Putin, who was president when 
Khodorkovsky was first jailed 
in 2003. 

Khodorkovsky and Lebe¬ 
dev would finish their initial 
prison terms next year, but 
could be facing many more 
years behind bars after next 
week's verdict. 


stock exchange. 

"It's a complete detour and 
nothing but a quitting of the 
(microfmance) mission," said 
Yunus, who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2006 for his 
Grameen Bank's microfinance 
work. 

"The original micro-credit 
concept cannot be blamed for 
their faults," he added. 

The microfinance industry 
in India, once seen as a saviour 
of the poor, is in crisis after 
criticism of the alleged abusive 
practices by debt collectors 
and high interest rates. 

Some 17 of the suicide vic¬ 
tims were SKS borrowers, but 
the company has strongly de¬ 
nied its actions led to their 
deaths. 

Yunus also said he was 
pleased the Norwegian gov¬ 
ernment had cleared him of 
embezzlement allegations 
raised in a recent television 
documentary. 
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Hundreds rally in Russia in 
support of Khodorkovsky 
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Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families on holiday rentals 


Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales 
since breaking ground, as 
many are finding the secure 
surroundings and outstanding 
amenities are just what they 
were looking for before 
considering purchasing prop¬ 
erty on the island. Some own¬ 
ers are using the villas or 
town homes as vacation re¬ 
treats rather than full time 
and are taking advantage of 
Gold Coast’s rental services 
to turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 


home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 




LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH ) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

‘Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

‘Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 


*PASTECHI HORNA 
‘CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
‘BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 



bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized serv¬ 
ices with more on the way, 
such as a fitness room, tennis 
courts and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, 
babysitters, caterers, airline 
pick-up and drop-off; they 
even boast a shopping service 
to stock your shelves before 
arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 
Beautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 
high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 
net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 


rental cars, spa appoint¬ 
ments, activities and restau¬ 
rant reservations are all part 
of the package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In 
every way, Gold Coast seeks 
to pamper their guests while 
providing them with the 
feeling of being in a cozy 
community, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the 
major holidays. If you wish 
an optimal vacation experi¬ 
ence with great savings, visit 
their website: www.gold- 
coastaruba. com to get ac¬ 
quainted with the 
community and the layout, 
details and availability of ac¬ 



commodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 


(Skdapted happy 

WHEELS 


Wanna have a happy and Fun Day 
at you FAVORITE beach 
FOR only $35,- A day 
You choose the beach 
Will pick you up! 





Specially designed for 
handicapped accessibility. 


I 568 - 4787 / 593-0812 

palm beach 472 
Must make Reservations! 
adapted h appywh eels|hotmaiLcom 

wwwn ad a pte d a ruba>waj u .com. ve 
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ITALIAN BISTRO * LOUNGE 


COME AND TRY 

OUR NEW MENU 


OI 


UR SIGNATURE DISHES 


Prosciutto wrtti Mango Reish 

R'csdulto di Pama seived with ptontdn mouse, fried polenta and mongo. 

Linguinni Pescatore 

Resn nn^sete, dcms r shrinps, scalops, calomcii ahd grouper saved in pcmodoro or wNte wiie sauce. 

Salman & Goat Cheese 

Madame Janet marinated sdrnoa. baby spnach, goat cheese, baoon crunch and slrcMbeny 
vinagrette. 

Rack Of Lamb 

Our signature oven roosted took a Uamb saved with tomato amend sabaand honey Ityme sauce. 

Tiramlsci 

All our pcefries ore ddly made tv our pas% chef. 


Classic Dylan lyrics sell for $ 422,500 
in New York 



A detail of folk singer Bob Dylan's handwritten lyrics to 
his famous anthem "The Times They Are A-Changing” 
(AFP PHOTO) 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
hand-written lyrics of Bob 
Dylan's iconic 1960s anthem 
"The Times They Are A- 
Changin'" sold for 422,500 
dollars on Friday, the auction 
house selling it said. 

The two-page notebook 
manuscript — which had been 
expected to go for 200,000 to 
300,000 dollars — was snapped 
up by American collector 
Adam Sender, owner of the 
hedge fund Exis Capital, said 
Sotheby's. 

The time-worn document 
features four verses of lyrics, 
without musical notation, writ¬ 
ten in pencil with "By Bob 
Dylan" scrawled at the top. 

The 1964 song, one of the 
most celebrated tunes of that 
decade, was a beacon for a 


folk-inspired protest move¬ 
ment that challenged prevail¬ 
ing attitudes towards race, 
poverty and the Vietnam War. 

Dylan, who turns 70 next 
year, continues to record and 


perform. 

"The Times They Are A- 
Changin" first debuted on the 
January 1964 album of the 
same name 


Jazz sax, be-bop legend James Moody dead at 85 



FABULOUS NIGHTS 


f 



Eveiy Thursday Starting at 5:30 PM 

Speadi Set-Up dima far the tc±xiou$ bdies $35.- 

Fabulous S5 Martini Menu 

Ladies come aid be extra ftixjkxjs. 


FRIDAY S & SATURDAY S 


Every Friday & Saturd ay 

LiveDJ's and FeJae Hours. Our Lounge area Opens Ml late 

Eaty Bird Spedd redeves 15% discount between 5:30 pm & 6:30 pm, 


QUESTO E VIVERE 


Every Friday, Joh us after work at 5:30 PM for <Xr Suesto E Vrvere Hours 


Located at South Beach Center, Palm Beach 55 
For Reservations call: 586 7070 


Nicole Richie, Joel Madden 
Say "I Do!" 



EOS ANGELES, Califor¬ 
nia — Nicole Richie, 
daughter of music super- 
star Lionel Richie, has 
married rocker Joel Mad¬ 
den, the father of her two 
children. 

Richie, 29, and Mad¬ 
den, 31, tied the knot Sa¬ 
turday at her father's 
estate with about 130 
close family and friends. 



LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) - Jazz saxophonist and 
flute player James Moody, 
who helped create the be-bop 
style of the 1940s, died Thurs¬ 
day from pancreatic cancer in 
San Diego, his wife said in a 
statement. He was 85. 

"My sweet, darling, pre¬ 
cious husband died today at 
1:07 pm (2107 GMT) after a 
10-month fight with pancre¬ 
atic cancer," said Linda 
Moody. 

"Because my greatest wish 
was to ensure that Moody 
transitioned peacefully and 
quietly, we have been at San 
Diego Hospice and Institute 
for Palliative Medicine since 
last Monday," she added. 

Moody was considered a 
jazz legend, having assisted 


the birth of bebop along with 
other such musical greats as 
Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie 
Parker, Max Roach, Bud 
Powell and Thelonious Monk. 

Best known for his hit 
"Moody's Mood for Love," he 
began his musical career play¬ 
ing in the US Air Force band 
during World War II. After his 
discharge, he joined forces 
with Gillespie, whom he 
called his jazz role model, and 
recorded his first session in 
1948. 

"Moody had two goals," 
his wife said. "One, to go to a 
special friend’s wedding on 
10/10/10, and two, to see his 
great-grandson born on Octo¬ 
ber 22nd. 

"He made both of those 
goals and even came to 


Thanksgiving dinner long 
enough to tell the family how 
much he loved all of them." 

A public funeral for Savan¬ 
nah, Georgia-born Moody will 
be held December 18 at San 
Diego's Greenwood Memorial 
Park. 


Neapolitan creches have used 
them to portray the signs of the 
times. 

"In a sense, Assange is the 
man of the year," said Di Vir- 
gilio, whose tiny shop is one of 
many on a narrow Naples 
street named Via San Gregorio 
Armeno that specialized in 
Christmas statues, creches and 
trinkets all year. 

There is only one copy of 
the Assange statuette, which 
costs 130 euros. Di Virgilio 
says he will make others on re¬ 
quest. 

There are, however, multi¬ 
ple copies of statuettes of 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni that Italians can place in 
the manger with the Holy 
Family, the wise men, the ox 
and the sheep. 


Assange "man of the year" in Naples 
nativity creches 

created by 
Gennaro Di 
Virgilio, who 
each year 
chooses at 
least one con- 
temporary 
character to 
sculpt and 
place near the 
scenes of the 
traditional 
story of Je¬ 
sus' birth in a 

manger. 

"I included him to poke a 
little fun at the world and have 
a good time," said Di Virgilio, 

29, whose family has been 
making nativity statuettes and 
ornate creches since 1830. 

In recent decades, artists 
and craftsmen who make 



NAPLES, Italy - Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange may be 
alone in jail in London, but in 
the traditional Neapolitan 
Christmas creches he is in 
good company — with Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. 

Assange, who is depicted 
holding his trusty lap top, was 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

Martin survives scare to 
win Dunhill title again 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 


For all your Car Wash needs Pickup service avajlable 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Chelsea pay penalty against 
Spurs, miss top spot 


Amir Khan grinds out WBA 
win over Maidana 


Tottenham Hotspurs' 
Cameroonian player 
Benoit Assou-Ekotto 
(L) clears the ball with 
an overhead kick in 
front of Chelsea's Ivo¬ 
rian player Salomon 
Kalou (R) during the 
Premiership football 
match at White Hart 
Lane in London on De¬ 
cember 12, 2010. The 
game ended 1-1. 

Chelsea missed the 
chance to go top in the 
English Premier League 
after Didier Drogba saw 
a late penalty saved in a 
1-1 draw away to Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur at White Hart Lane on Sunday. 

Spurs goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes, who’d let substitute 
Drogba's shot go through his hands for Chelsea's 70th minute 
equaliser, brought down Ramires in stoppage time. 

Chelsea missed the chance to go top in the English Premier 
League after Didier Drogba saw a late penalty saved in a 1-1 
draw away to Tottenham Hotspur at White Hart Lane on Sun¬ 
day. 


Amir Khan, of England, poses for photos after defeating 
Marcos Maidana 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (ALP) 
- Amir Khan used a series of 
combinations to the head and 
powerful body shots to grind 
out a 12-round unanimous 
decision over Marcos Maid¬ 
ana in their WBA title fight. 

The 23-year-old Khan on 
Saturday survived the tough¬ 
est test of his boxing career to 
successfully defend his 140- 
pound title. 

"I was hit by his best shots 
and I am still there," Khan 
said. 

"I know I made mistakes, 
but I worked hard and came 
back stronger than ever. 

"He's a strong fighter, and 
he hits hard. My chin was 
tested. I'm not taking any¬ 
thing away from him. He's a 
great champion. I proved 
today I've got a chin." 

Khan (24-1, 17 KOs) 
started quickly, knocking 
Maidana down late in the 
opening round but it proved 


to be the lone knockdown of 
the fight at the Mandalay Bay 
hotel and casino. 

The relentless Maidana 
(29-2) regrouped and by the 
10th round he bloodied and 
buckled Khan's knees, almost 
sending the British champion 
to the canvas. 

Khan responded with a 
flurry of punches in the 11th 
and 12th rounds to take the 
fight on all three judges' 
scorecards. 

The Bolton fighter, who is 
based in California, finished 
the fight with blood flowing 
from his nose. 

Judges Jerry Roth and C. J. 
Ross scored the bout 114-111 
for Khan, and Glenn Trow¬ 
bridge favoured Khan 113- 
112 . 

Maidana was not happy 
with the judges' scores, say¬ 
ing he did enough to recover 
from the knockout and score 
points in the later rounds to 


earn the title. 

"I thought I won it," the 
Argentine fighter said. "I did 
enough in the final rounds 
but they gave him the deci¬ 
sion." 

Maidana, who has a repu¬ 
tation as a dangerous and 
sometimes dirty fighter, had 
one point deducted by referee 
Joe Cortez in the fifth round 
after he tried to elbow Khan 
during a break in the action. 
The elbow missed and hit 
Cortez in the chest. 

Khan suffered his only 
loss in 2008 — a shocking de¬ 
feat as he was knocked out by 
Colombia's Breidis Prescott. 

Khan, the 2004 Olympic 
silver medalist, said he chose 
to fight Maidana because he 
wanted to show he was pre¬ 
pared to go up against the 
toughest in his weight class. 

"I made a mistake in my 
past now I am a different 
fighter thanks to (trainer) 
Freddie Roach," Khan said in 
the ring after the fight. 

Khan was fighting for just 
the second time in the United 
States. He stopped Paulie 
Malignaggi in the 11th round 
of a one-sided fight last May 
in New York. 

Both Khan and Maidana 
fought Andreas Kotelnik in 
2009. Maidana, who has 23 
KOs in the first three rounds, 
had won four consecutive 
fights since dropping a split 
decision to Kotelnik in Feb¬ 
ruary. Just five months later, 
Khan beat Kotelnik in 12 
rounds for the WBA title. 


under 70 for a total of 277 


LEOPARD CREEK (AFP) - 
Spaniard Pablo Martin sur¬ 
vived a late scare Sunday to 
become the first golfer in two 
years to successfully defend 
a European Tour event. 

The 24-year-old from 
Malaga also became the first 
competitor to win the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship twice 
as he finished with a two- 


and a two-stroke victory. 

Irish star Padraig Harring¬ 
ton was the last golfer to win 
the same European Tour 
event in consecutive seasons 
when he lifted the British 
Open in 2007 and the follow¬ 
ing year. 

Rookie Anthony Michael, 
who entered the final round at 
Leopard Creek Country Club 
one shot ahead, shared sec¬ 
ond place on 279 with fellow 
South African Chari 
Schwartzel (70) and Dane 
Thorbjorn Olesen (66). 

Another South African, 
Thomas Aiken, was sole oc¬ 
cupant of fifth place on 281 
after a closing 70 over the 
6631-metre course designed 
by nine-Major-winner Gary 
Player and bordering the 
Kruger National Park 
wildlife paradise. 

Martin was five shots 
ahead with seven holes left 
but a series of mishaps, in¬ 
cluding a triple-bogey seven 
on the par-four 17 where he 
found a bunker, saw him 
walk nervously to the last tee 
clinging to a one-stroke ad¬ 
vantage. 

A superb drive from the 
Spaniard at the par five last 
was followed by a bold mid¬ 
iron second over the water 
and he two putted for an 
birdie and victory in the first 
event of the 2011 Road-to- 
Dubai curcuit. 

Knowing Martin was on 
the green at 18 in two, 
Michael cast aside caution 
and tried to emulate the 
leader from a difficult lie in 
the rough only to find the 
water and did well to finish 
with a par five. 

"I started my final round 
very well with some good 
putts," Martin said of a siz¬ 
zling front-nine 30 that in¬ 
cluded an eagle three at the 
second, three birdies and no 
dropped shots. 

"The second last hole was 
a big mess," confessed the 
Spaniard who arrived in the 
eastern Mpumalanga 

province from New York 
only on the eve of the tourna¬ 
ment and did not have time 
for a practice round. 
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GARAGE •• 

Sports Bar and Crill of 

ARUBA Spotlit 

m 

Open Monday ■ Friday 3:00 p.w./$aturday@l2- Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


NFL tail-gate BBQ. every Sunday Starting @ 1 0:30 aw. 


NFL game postponed to Monday 
and moved to Detroit 



Photo composite shows Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, Mall of America Stadium be¬ 
fore (above) and after it's inflatable roof collapsed under the weight of snow and during 
a storm Sunday morning December 12, 2010 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


MINNEAPOLIS (AFP) - The 
Minnesota Vikings-New 
York Giants National Foot¬ 
ball League has been post¬ 
poned to Monday after a 
storm dumped 38 centimetres 
(15 inches) of snow on the 


Minneapolis area. 

The indoor facility's 
Teflon-coated fiberglass roof 
deflated and a section ripped. 

The Giants were unable to 
fly out of the Kansas City air¬ 
port for the Sunday game, the 


NFL announced on its web¬ 
site Saturday. 

The severe weather shut 
down the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport on 
Saturday. The Giants left 
New York but their flight was 
diverted to Missouri. 

The delay allows injured 
Vikings quarterback Brett 
Favre another day to recover. 

Roy Terwilliger, the chair¬ 
man of the Metropolitan 
Sports Facilities Commission 
(MSFC), said he was opti¬ 
mistic the roof can be re¬ 
paired in time for the Vikings' 
scheduled home game 
against Chicago on Decem¬ 
ber 20. 

Equipment attatched to the 
roof structure such as speak¬ 
ers remained intact. 

"There were no injuries, 
which we're thankful for," 
said Bill Lester, the MSFC's 
executive director. 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house in Tank! 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Bedr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Close to Down Town and Hotel area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(excl: electricity) 


Tevez: “I want to quit Manchester City” 


LONDON (AFP) - Manches¬ 
ter City striker Carlos Tevez 
said Sunday he wanted to 
leave the English Premier 
League high-flyers as his re¬ 
lationship with "certain exec¬ 
utives and individuals" at the 
club "has broken down be¬ 
yond repair". 

But City captain Tevez, in 
a statement issued by his 
agent Kia Joorabchian, 
stressed he had "no personal 
issue" with manager Roberto 
Mancini despite their seem¬ 
ingly fractious relationship, 
and thanked owner Sheikh 
Mansour for his "understand¬ 
ing and support". 

It is understood that one of 
the people Tevez has fallen 
out with at Eastlands is City 


chief executive Garry Cook. 

Earlier Sunday, City con¬ 
firmed they had rejected a 
transfer request from the Ar¬ 
gentina striker, who has 
scored 33 goals in 50 Premier 
League games since joining 
from arch-rivals Manchester 
United before the start of last 
season and who is not due to 
leave Eastlands until 2014. 

However, Tevez appeared 
intent on leaving, saying in 
his statement: "I can confirm 
I have handed a transfer re¬ 
quest to the chairman of 
Manchester City Football 
Club. 

"Now I need to clear my 
head and think because this is 
an important part of my ca¬ 
reer," the 26-year-old added. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Chubby Panda, its Chubbylicious! 

Chubby Panda Opening hours : everyday at lZpm-lOpm, 
except Sunday Spm-ioptn 
Palm Beach Plaza Mall Food Coart, L.G. Smith Boulevard # 


Z FOR. X ON WEDNESDAYS from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. ON COCKTAILS AND TAIWAN BEER!! 


am Bowl 


fz 


ne with state of the art GLOW 
ins centre 


eal fun 


eve 


ATD 


PLAY under one roof!! 


ards and huge sport bar 


rcade 


ake your DREAMS come true at Dream Bowl Aruba 


For reservations: Tel.no 


Dream Bowl Opening hours: 

Mon - Thu( 16:00 PM to 11:00 PM) 
Friday & Saturday ( 16:00 PM 1112:00 AM] 
Sunday (17:00 PM to 12:00 AM) 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall 3rd Floor. L.G. Smith B 
#95* Palm Beach Aruba. 


Ivd 
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ARUBA 


Sunglass Boutique 
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Aruba Store Locations: 

Renaissance Mall, Renaissance Marketplace 
Aventura Mall, Palm Beach Plaza Mall 
Phone: (297) 588-9690 

www.sunspecs.net info@sunspecs.net 


Cole docked 20,000 dollars 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
Philadelphia Eagles player 
Trent Cole has been slapped 
with a 20,000 dollar fine by 
the National Football League 
for an illegal hit on Houston 
quarterback Matt Schaub. 

The incident took place in 
the Eagles' 34-24 win over 
Houston on December 2. 


St. Louis Rams player 
Alan Branch was also fined 
10,000 dollars for a roughing 
the passer penalty on quarter¬ 
back Sam Bradford. 

Detroit Lions defensive 
player Cliff Avril has been 
fined 15,000 dollars for an il¬ 
legal hit on Chicago quarter¬ 
back Jay Culter. 


Thongchai makes history in Cambodia 


SIEM REAP (AFP) - Thai¬ 
land's Thongchai Jaidee was 
in a class of his own as he 
cruised to an unprecedented 
13th Asian Tour title at the 
Johnnie Walker Cambodian 
Open on Sunday. 

The untouchable three¬ 
time Asian Tour Order of 
Merit winner posted a final- 
round seven-under-par 65 to 


win the 300,000-dollar event 
in Siem Reap by four shots 
with a four-day total of 267. 

Japan's Kenichi Kuboya, 
who had held the lead for 
three rounds, had to settle for 
a disappointing second place 
after signing off with a 70 for 
a 271 total at the Phokeethra 
Country Club. 

"I played really solid all 


week and I've no complaints. 
This is my second win at the 
Johnnie Walker Cambodia 
Open and I'm really proud of 
myself," said Thongchai. 

There was little to choose 
between him and Kuboya 
until the Japanese made a 
costly mess at the par-three 
14th with a double bogey, 
giving Thongchai a three- 


shot lead. 

Thongchai stormed home 
convincingly with three 
birdies in his last three holes 
to secure his first win this 
season and a record 13th ca¬ 
reer title on the Asian Tour. 

"If I continue my good 
form, there is a good chance 
of winning again next week," 
said Thongchai of his title as¬ 


pirations at next week's Black 
Mountain Masters in Hua 
Hin in his homeland, the 
Asian Tour's season finale. 

South Korea's Kim Hyung- 
Sung returned with a 72 to 
take third place on 273 while 
India's Anirban Lahiri and 
Guido Van der Valk of the 
Netherlands took a share of 
fourth place on matching 274s. 
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Exclusive Offer 

* 10.00 

** 
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1 ct Gemstone Earrings 

'Gemstones nwqr offtj fc? location. 



Tanzanite Studs 

AA Color, 14kt Gold 



65 total weight 


i 




FREE 


1/2 ct Gemstone Pendant 

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Limil one Musi iw IS jeara or older lo deem 

fVtsenttng ntwliipfe often tdil not be koncmrJ, 


15 and 90-92 L.G. Smith Blvd. * Oranjestad, Aruba 
Teb 011-297-588-9812 




www.effyjewelers.com 4 1-877-ASK-EFFY jewelers 

ALASKA * ARUBA * BAHAMAS 4 CURACAO - GRAND CAYMAN * GRAND TURK * ROATAN * SAN JUAN * ST. KITTS * ST. MAARTEN * ST. THOMAS * NEW YORK SINCE 1979 






































